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Acrimonious abbreviations!

• EAL – English as an Additional Language
• ESL – English as a Second Language
• ESOL – English for Speakers of Other Languages
• MFL – Modern Foreign Languages

Better to keep it R.EAL...



Barometer of Global Politics

Our charity reflects our response to global 
politics in local microcosm, for example:

•1963 Ankara Agreement
•War in Ukraine
•Chinese policy in Hong Kong



From dismal failure...

• 1998: I was teaching children from Afghanistan 

newly arriving in Richmond, SW London.

• I organised a party to meet their families.

• Booked a large hall with refreshments and sent 

invitations in Farsi/Dari, Pashto and Punjabi.

• But not a single Afghan joined us on the day... 



...to unexpected success!

• A week later: I asked my Afghan pupils 

whether they would bring their mums and 

dads to my house that Sunday...

• 76 people turned up on my doorstep laden 

with food!

• Social connection is essential to success.







EAL Classes

• Informal, interactive classes.

• Regularly working in pairs and 

engaging in group discussions.

• Supportive guest speakers from 

organisations including the NHS, 

Healthwatch, Mulberry Centre, 

Dose of Nature and many others.



Cantonese Lesson

• Actively encouraging learners to 

share their own language skills, 

not just in English.

• Embracing diversity encourages 

greater intercultural awareness, 

self-confidence and trust.

• Making friends reduces loneliness.



Making First Aid Fun!



Free Visits to Kew Gardens



Monthly Healthy Cooking Clubs

• Hosted at the East Twickenham 

Neighbourhood Association 

(ETNA) Centre: etnacentre.org

• Each session involves cooking and 

eating a delightful dish prepared by 

one or more of our learners from 

all over the world!



R.EAL Achievements

Azize
(Turkish)

Marlenys
(Spanish)

Cornelia
(Romanian)



R.EAL Friendships



R.EAL Walk & Talk



Language Celebration Party

• Last held in June 2024.

• Children's craft activities.

• Guests donated food and drinks.

• Traditional Turkish dancing and 

Tagalog singing by ex-learners.

• Amazing performances from the 

Connaught Opera!



Thanks to our funders
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